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To: The Adj utanN General

Subject: Award. of le coration.

3 .
to the
out in
curre nt

I reco$glend that the Distinguiehed Serviee Med.al be awarded
Mr. Charles 11. Payne, ad.dress f200 f6th St.,  N. W. Washingion
C. r,qi th citat ion in substance as folf  ows i

As antomotive engineer representing the American Bantam Co- r
he was chief]-y resporisible for the engineering desiga and develop-
E.ent for use by tbe tl. S. Army of tbe quarter-ton truck, popularly

known as the Jeep. This vehicle has been adapted to use as
weapons and anmunltion carrier, prime mover, liaisg.n truck and
rrume rous other aissions and has been eriployed- with great success
by Anoeriean forces in campaign. In the engiaeei.ing design and
devel.opment of this vehicle, he has mad.e the outstanding cbntribu-
tion to the tactical transportation of the Arny dur ing the current
war and rendered. service of signal value t,o the national- defense.

2. Ti:e uadersigned is mor-ed tc meke the above re coomendation
bJ, reascn of the fact that Mr. Payne d.rafted the design of the
'rJeep" and prosecuted its d.evelopment in coJ.laboration with per-
bonneL of his off ice (Chief of Infantry) and in eonstant personal
c onsultation with the undersigned. The undersigned is therefore
intimately acqualnted with a'lA of the actions and the various
steps which ]-ed to the developmer:t of the dJeeprr and is in a posi-
tion to testify f rom his or$n personal- knowled.ge as to I[r.. Payne t s
accompli shment .

W}.ile the nrJeep't was a c ompl-etely developed vehicle prior
corunencenent of th€ currant war, the development was carried.
view of the imminence of r,rar and has a dlrect bearing on

ooera t ions .

4. Frobably no d.evelopment dur i-ng the current war and the
preeeding period of cr isi .s has been greeted with such acclaim,
both at home and abroad, as the c-uarter-ton-truck. There are also
few cases in which the record. is clearer as to the individuals
responsible; this ls especial ly true in the case of Ur. ?qyne.

5, Iilir. Payne is enti.tled to credit, not only in respect to
the design and development of the i tJeeprt but also for his un-
renitt iqg zeal in urging i ts Berits on the vari .ous off ices of



the War Department and other inierested a encies.
persi.stence, i i  is doubtful tha"v the vehicle u, 'ou1d
been adopted by the Arny.

6. Other wi.tnesses having int inate knowledge
part in thls develcpment lnclude --

l,[aj or General Bic]rard C . llfoore
Brig . General lierberf, J . iatse s
Colooel iYi l l ian: ts. Lee, fnfa_ntry,
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